Name: _______________________________________________
Date:________________________
Block: ________

Greek Mythology Notes Quiz

How It All Began
· First let’s try a vocabulary review. List at least eight nouns or adjectives derived from the names the in notes. You may need to consult a dictionary and thesaurus.

Names						Words Derived from Them
1. Cronus: __________________________________________________________________________
2. Gaea: ____________________________________________________________________________
3. Eros: ____________________________________________________________________________
4. Chaos: ___________________________________________________________________________
5. People who achieve great success in business or industry are sometimes described as titans. The most modern ship of its time and one of the largest was the Titanic. We have produced the Titan missile. In each of these examples, what is the use of titan or titanic appropriate? Why or why not?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Even today, we use expression such as “Mother Earth” or “Mother Nature.” Explain briefly where these names probably came from.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. In today’s myth, Uranus feared his children and saw them as a threat to his power. Is the   mythmaker suggesting anything about the ancient Greeks’ government? For example, do you think it was stable? Explain.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Gods Give Way to the New
The Gods’ Family Tree

1. Chaos


       3.												9.

					  
6. 


        4.					married					  11.								

					8.__________________   married  2. _____________




10. _______________  5. _______________  Demeter  7. _____________          Hera       Hestia

· You may have seen a family tree showing your relationship to the living relatives and your ancestors. Today, you are going to create a family tree for the gods. First, fill in the space beside each description with the name of the appropriate god or goddess; you may have to refer to you notes. Then write the name of the corresponding blank on the tree (the first one is done for you). Note that the goddesses Hera, Hestia, and Demeter already appear on the tree. You will learn more about them later.
1. Chaos                         : This was the beginning; no order existed; all was darkness.
2. ____________________ She fed her husband a stone wrapped like an infant.
3. ____________________ This figure personified the night.
4. ____________________ He buried his children alive.
5. ____________________ He became the god of the Underworld.
6. ____________________ The principle of love and order, it arose from night and darkness.
7. ____________________ He became the supreme god, ruler of heaven and earth.
8. ____________________ He mutilated his father with a sickle.
9. ____________________ This figure was a personification of darkness.
10. ___________________ Zeus made him god of the sea.
11. ___________________ She plotted with her youngest son to overthrow her husband.

Zeus & His Brothers
Symbolic Language from the Gods

The Greeks imagined Zeus and Poseidon as powerfully built, bearded gods. Zeus held thunderbolts in one hand while Poseidon grasped a three-pronged spear, or trident. Zeus was depicted as bare to the waist, and Poseidon wore little or no clothing; but Hades was shown fully clothed, seated at a table, with a scepter in his hand. The animals, plants, and symbols associated with each god are listed below.

Zeus		Animals:	eagle and ox
		Plants: 		oak tree
		Symbols: 	scepter, throne, thunderbolt, double-bladed ax

Poseidon	Animals: 	dolphin
		Plants:		ash tree, pine tree, water plants
		Symbols:	anchor, chariot, shell, ship’s tiller or prow, trident

Hades		Animals:	many-headed dog named Cerberus, black sheep
		Plant:		poppy, cypress tree
		Symbol:	scepter, throne, cornucopia, the color black

· Following are a number of words and expression in our language that will have some association with the Greeks’ beliefs about the gods. Match each word or expression with the correct definition.
Word or Expression				Definition
A. poppy				____ one who guards people or places
B. eagle-eyed				____ despondency, melancholy
C. watchdog				____ a sleep-inducing plant
D. underworld				____ the color of mourning
E. undercover agent			____ describing a keen observer
F. black sheep				____ the world of organized crime
G. thunderstruck			____ one who does not live up to his family’s expectations
H. oak tree				____ awed, bowled over
I. cornucopia				____ instrument used to keep a ship on course
J. tiller					____ horn of plenty
K. black				____ tree known for sturdiness
L. cypress				____ friendly animal reputed to help seamen
M. ox					____ tree often planted in cemeteries
N. shady deal				____ a questionable business transaction
O. black mood			____ one who tries to discover secrets
P. dolphin				____ an animal with great physical strength

The Major Goddesses
“How Well Do You Know the Goddesses?”
· You may need a dictionary to check the meanings of the following words.
A. moonstruck		meaning: __________________________________________________
B. brainchild		meaning: __________________________________________________
C. aphrodisiac		meaning: __________________________________________________

· From your knowledge of the goddesses, state which one could be connected with each of the above words and give a reason for your choices.
A. ____________________________________________________________________________
B. ____________________________________________________________________________
C. ____________________________________________________________________________
· A newspaper, no longer published, was called The Easter Argus. Why was that an appropriate name for a newspaper?
D. ___________________________________________________________________________
· What do you think is the origin of our expression “proud as a peacock?”
E. ____________________________________________________________________________
· Imagine that a newspaper was published on Mount Olympus, where the gods lived, and that Olympia’s advice column appeared in it. Which goddess might have written each of the following letters?
Dear Olympia,

I am an attractive of an “interesting age.” My friends tell me that I am as beautiful as ever, but my husband is no longer attentive to me. Nothing I say has any influence on him, although I say quite a bit. He continues to stay out late. I am certain he is seeing other women. What can I do to win him back?
					
							Signed: Anxious
	   F. Which goddess wrote it? ____________________________________________________
  
		Dear Olympia,
	
I have been a faithful reader of your column for years and hope that you can help me as you have helped others. You see, all my life people have been telling me that I am a great beauty. I admit that men have always found me attractive, and I used to have a wonderful time at parties. I married recently, and my husband is a good man and hardworking, although he is not much to look at. The trouble is that he’s away a great deal, working at his forge, and I do get lonely. Do you think it would be wrong for me to go out for an occasional social evening.
		
							Signed: Doubtful
              G. Who wrote the letter? ______________________________________________________

Other Great Olympians
“More Words from the Gods”

· First, let’s try a little vocabulary study. Write what you think is the definition of each of the next four words. Then use the dictionary to check and correct your definition.

Word						Definition
orgy		_________________________________________________________________
phobia     	_________________________________________________________________
panic		_________________________________________________________________
lyric		_________________________________________________________________

· Now use the dictionary to define the next four words. Write their meanings in the space provided
satyr			__________________________________________________________
acrophobia		__________________________________________________________
claustrophobia		__________________________________________________________
hydrophobia		__________________________________________________________

· Now fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate words from the two lists above.
1. Because of my tendency to ___________________, I was reluctant to go to the top of the Empire State Building.
2. If you are a victim of _____________________, you may find it difficult to enter an elevator.
3. Because the people did not show moderation in their drinking, what had begun as a pleasant party soon became an ________________________.
4. Many ___________________ poems have been set to music; an example is “Drink to Me Only with Thine Eyes.”
5. When I came face to face with a bear in the woods, I began to __________________.
6. People who have a ____________________ about germs are constantly washing their hands.
7. _____________________ is a disease characterized by a strong reluctance to drink water.
8. In paintings, Dionysus is often shown surrounded by ________________________.
9. After reading the section, you may realize that Apollo and Athena were the most admired Greek god and goddess. What does that indicate to you about what the Greeks considered to be ideal characteristics? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

When Gods Walked the Earth
“Some Parallels and Posers”

1. Pandora was the Greek’s first woman, her counterpart in Christian belief was Eve. Can you see how Pyrrha might also be seen as Eve’s counterpart? Explain.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. If you look for parallels, you must see that Deucalion-Pyrrha story also has one in Christian belief. What is it?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Long, long ago, a flood actually occurred in the Tigris-Euphrates Valley, a region that is now part of Turkey and Iraq. The Deucalion-Pyrrha myth might have had its origin in that event. Know – myths were created to account for natural events, such as, thunderstorms, floods, eclipses, even the changing of the season. What might be two reason for this particular myth?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Have you ever heard or read anything that might indicate that some people still see natural disasters as punishment for people’s wickedness? Give details.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. A few years ago, the Mexican government decided to move the centuries-old statue of Tlaloc, the Aztec rain god, from the village where it stood to Mexico City had been experiencing a lengthy drought, but the statue’s arrival at the museum was marked by three days of torrential rain! Imagine that you are one of the villagers (incidentally, they protested the removal of the statue). How would you account for the sudden rainy spell?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Achilles and Odysseus, Homer’s Warrior-Heroes
“An Epic Hero”

1. Although the hero Odysseus remained firm in his determination to return to his wife, Penelope, he had affairs with both Circe and Calypso during his long journey back to Ithaca. What does this say about his actions to the people surrounding his wife when he got home? Were they justified? Why or why not?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. The ancient hero was proud. Achilles sulking in his tent because his commanding general had insulted him by taking his slave girl. How do you think things would have turned out had Achilles exhibited humility?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Why was Odysseus called “every man?”
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
