Name:____________________________________________________
Date:__________________________
Period_______________

Study Guide for “The Gift of the Magi”

I. VOCABULARY: Define the following words
1. instigates:___________________________________________________________________


2. depreciate: _________________________________________________________________


3. cascade_____________________________________________________________________


4. faltered: ___________________________________________________________________


5. prudence: __________________________________________________________________


6. discreet: ___________________________________________________________________

II. LITERARY TERMS: Be able to define each term and apply each term to the story.

7. Define plot: ______________________________________________________________________


Fill in the plot diagram:
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8. Define setting:_____________________________________________________________________

What is the setting of the story?__________________________________________________
9. Define situational irony: ____________________________________________________________
10. Define simile: ____________________________________________________________________


Example from the story:________________________________________________________
11. Define metaphor: _________________________________________________________________


Example from the story:_______________________________________________________
12. Define allusion: __________________________________________________________________

Example from the story:________________________________________________________
13. Define theme:___________________________________________________________________
What is the theme of the story?__________________________________________________
III. QUESTIONS: Answer the following questions.

1.  How much money does Della have? _______________________________________________________
2.  What did Della want to do with the money?________________________________________________  
3.  What is the last name of the family in the story?_____________________________________________ 
4.  What has happened to Jim’s weekly salary?_________________________________________________  
5.  What are the two possessions that Jim and Della take a lot of pride in?_________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________  
6.  What does Della do for extra money and how much does she get? ____________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
7.  How old is Jim?_________________________________________________________________________  
8.  What does Jim give Della as a gift? ________________________________________________________ 
· How is this ironic?_____________________________________________________________  
9.  How did Jim get the money to buy Della’s gift?_____________________________________________  
· How is this ironic?_____________________________________________________________  
[image: image2.png]OH NO= | SOLD

ALL THE LIGHT

FIXTURES TO BUY
YoU SOME
GASOLINE...

w. AND | SoLD
THE SUV TO

BUY 4You sSomME
ELECTRICITY/





�








