ReQuest
(Reciprocal Questioning)

Materials:
· Teacher assigned text
· Yellow Post-It notes

Teacher Directions:
1. Select a passage for the students to read, choosing the text based on the degree to which student can practice making predictions. (The text can be expository or narrative, so long as there is some string of events that the reader might use to predict a change or other outcome.)
2. Reflect on your own reading of the passage, so that you are ready to discuss with students who they arrived at their interpretation of the text.
3. Have students read the passage and write down questions on post-it notes that come to mind about it, questions that might yield information useful in making predictions. (They can practice this step in class with short passages of text in order to master the technique; you can then have them use it at home on longer passages from their assigned reading.)
4. Once students have their questions written down, have them enter into discussion in one of the following formats: teacher-student conference, pairs, small groups, or full class.
5. Begin discussion by having a volunteer pose one of their questions from their post-it notes to the group or class. This student is then responsible for calling on someone to answer the question.
6. The student who responds to the question chooses the person who will pose the next question to the group, and so on. Students who have already contributed cannot be called on a second time. Ideally, you will have time to work through the entire class so that everyone is able to participate.
· Disallow students from “passing” when they are called on; if they don’t know an answer, students should make an effort to respond to the question. If they are at a complete loss, try saying, “What would you say if you DID know the answer?”
